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Dr. Serrage leaves
MMC for state post
John C. Serrage, M.D., is leaving
his position as Director of the Division of Neonatology in the Department of Pediatrics at Maine Medical
Center, ending an eight-year tenure
that has seen Maine's neonatal survival rate rise from 32nd in the nation
to first for the past four years. He will
join the Bureau of Health of the
Maine Department of Human Services this month as Director of the
Division of Maternal and Child
Health.
Dr. Serrage describes his move as
a "logical progression," and says
his new position will give him a
chance to continue the effort that
has made the survival rate for Maine
newborns fourth in the world, after
Sweden, Japan, and Norway. The
Division of Maternal and Child
Health is responsible for planning
perinatal (the time period around
birth) health care, working for improvements in maternal and child
health, and monitoring federal grant
projects in maternal and child health.
MMC Chief of Pediatrics George
Hallett, M.D., agrees with Dr. Serrage that the improvement in Maine
is due to a number of factors, not
the least of which is technology. The
care of premature babies requires
sophisticated and expensive equipment and the skilled staff to use it,
and in that respect Maine is now a
quantum leap ahead of where it was
in 1972. But Dr. Hallett attributes the
improvement primarily to the effective education and integration work
Dr. Serrage has done here and
throughout
the state. Physicians
and other health care professionals
in Maine are well-informed about
the care and transportation of premature infants, and high-risk mothers are receiving skilled preventive
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JOHN C. SERRAGE,M.D., served as Directorofthe Division of Neonatology
of the Department of Pediatrics at MMC for eight years. He has now joined
the Maine Department of Human Services in a maternal and child health
administrative role.

Medical photography:
both art and science
Most of us think of photography
as an art - a blending of light, timing and subject resulting in an aesthetically pleasing picture. So it is,
but it is also a precise science and
when practiced as a profession it
includes many specialties. When
the specialty is Medical Photography, that blending of light, timing
and subject results in important
diagnostic and teaching tools.
The State of Maine's first full-time,
in-house
medical
photographer
was James "Mac" MacKenzie, who
set up his lab in Maine General Hospital in 1952. Today, the state's
largest roster of medical photographers is working in MMC's Audio/
Visual
Resou rces Department,
covering a demanding and varied

spectrum of responsibilities.
Medical photographers
operate
on a stat as well as scheduled basis;
they cover surgical procedures and
autopsies; they photograph clinical
specimens and diagnostic materials
(such as x-rays or CT Scan print
outs). In volume, these photo assignments net about 40,000 slides a year
which become part of the hospital's
permanent files. A majority of the
work done by our medical photographers is to provide material for
MMC's health education program,
according to Douglas MacKenzie,
AN Production Manager and Chief
Photographer.
"Medical students,
residents and staff involved in the
training of all health care professionals draw upon the material we
produce," he says. Within the AN
department, graphic artists work
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Bowling league to
begin next month
The evening and night shift MMC
Bowling League begins September
9 at 9:30 AM at the Prides Corner
Lanes. The League is for both men
and women, and dues are $3.25 per
week. Sign up sheets are available
around the hospital, or call Pat
Davis (846-5077), Pam Thurston
(797-4428), or Meg Warcholowski
(797-4362) for information. League
organizers invite you to reserve
Wednesday mornings for fun and
exercise, whether or not you have
ever bowled ten-pin before. And of
course, bring a friend!

The challenge is 200
for this blood drive
The "200" you've been seeing the
past few weeks refers to 200 pints of
blood - the goal for the August 28
blood drive. Blood Donor Recruitment Committee
chairman
Bill
Gousse, Pharmacy, is hoping to
break the 200-pint mark for the first
time, and he and his recruiters are
challenging hospital employees to
meet the magic number.
Recruiters are at work in their
respective areas this week, and the
recruiting table will be in the Admitting Lobby all next week. The Red
Cross Bloodline will be collecting
the "Gift of Life" in NDF classrooms
3 and 4, 7:30 AM - 4:30 PM, Friday,
August 28. Donating takes only a
short time, and is virtually painless.
Summer is traditionally a period
of tight blood supplies, because of
both more usage and fewer donations. Holiday weekends aggravate
the situation, and the worst of all Labor Day - is coming soon. Supplies of A- and 0- blood are particularly short, but all types are
needed.
Bill Gousse and his recruiters
have thrown down the gauntlet: the
challenge is to all of us, to produce
a record blood drive of 200 pints on
August 28. Gousse is betting that
among MMC's 2900+ employees
there are at least 200 willing and
able donors. And after all, who can
resist a challenge?
FOOD SERVICE
EMPLOYEE OF THE WEEK
is
JoANN DANIELS
DIETARY AIDE
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care as well.
The regionalization
of perinatal
care in Maine is the result of a recognition at the national level that infant
mortality was too high, and the work
of several committees and task
forces in Maine - one of which produced the report that spurred development of MMC's Neonatal Intensive Care Center in 1973. The Task
Force on Perinatal Care, on which
Dr. Serrage served as chairman of
the Neonatal Subcommittee, prod uced a 1980 report with detai led
recommendations, the implementation of which will form a large part of
his work with the state.
The low mortality figures incorporated in the Task Force report
were so astonishing, according to
Dr. Serrage, that a Canadian perinatologist was called in to review
them objectively
for accuracy.
Robert Usher, M.D., from Royal
Victoria Hospital in Montreal, reported that he had "searched in
every way that I know to find possible errors or reporting inadequacies
in your reported perinatal deaths,
but can find none that would
account for the very low mortality
rates, other than superb medical
care.'-'-Dr. Hallett describes the perinatal
care system in Maine as "cooperative," and attributes that attitude
largely to Dr. Serrage's administrative and educational efforts. He has
asked Dr. Serrage to join the Active
Consulting medical staff at MMC,
so that he can continue to work with
the center and ease the transition
to a new Director of Neonatology.
Dr. Serrage is a graduate of the
University
of Cincinnati
Medical
School, and came to Portland with
a private practice in Pediatrics in
1969. He was named Director of the
Division of Neonatology
here in
1973. Prior to his arrival in Portland, Dr. Serrage worked at Denver
General Hospital in Colorado and
served in the U.S. Public Health
Service's Division of Indian Health.
His wife Elizabeth is a Portland
opthalmoloqist
on the Senior Attending Staff at MMC.

Please note
The Telephone Directory should
be corrected as follows: Delete
"Laboratory (8 am-5 pm) .. 2843"
on page d-t.
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with the medical photographers'
products to create the right medium
for whatever educational effort is at
hand, be it a seminar for a small
group of subspecialty
residents,
grand rounds for one of the clinical
departments,
or multi-session
teaching events like the annual
Webber Day surgical symposium.
While
providing
educational
material is the main goal of our
medical photographers, they also
help physicians and surgeons document procedures and record unusual findings or cases. Leigh Whittemore and Bonnie Scarpelli are the
hospital's primary medical photographers, and they alternate days
covering clinical calls with their
other photographic
assignments.
Ms. Scarpelli has been in the profession since 1977; she was, she
says a "practicing amateur photographer" who worked as a secretary
in the hospital. She volunteered
time in AN and when the opportunity arose, applied for a photography position. It was on-the-job
training, she recalls, a long and precise period of orientation before
she could work without back-up.
"First, you have to be completely
-familia.r. with pretecols in surgery,"
she says. "That has to become
second nature so that you can concentrate completely on your own
job.
"Each assignment is unique. You
have to be totally mindful of what
you're doing, and ready to take each
development as it comes. You have
to be alert to the surgeon's cues;
there can be no wasted moments,
no wasted motions."
Photographers can be called to
the OR on just enough notice to
collect their equipment, get into
scrub suits and get to work. "We
always know in advance the surgical
procedure we'll be covering," MacKenzie says. "That determines the
types of equipment that will be
needed." Procedures vary, of course,
and the photographers go in "ready
for anything" he says.
Leigh Whittemore chose medical
photography as a career, and is a
1979 graduate of the Rochester
Institute
of Technology's
highly
specialized School of Biomedical
Photographic Communications.
Providing back-up forWhittemore
and Scarpelli are Doug MacKenzie,
and Judy MacKenzie (who doubles
PHOTO, next page
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in Baby Pictures and photography
for What's Happening);
other AN
staffers are qualified for back-up
should a serious scheduling problem arise.
"Scheduling
assignments
for
Leigh and Bonnie is most difficult
sometimes," says Doug MacKenzie.
"We are also required to document
hospital construction or renovation,
and we photograph equipment with
a view to instructing staff in its use."
Leigh also covers stories for
What's Happening,
and Bonnie is
responsible for most of the graphic
camera work involved in producinq
the hospital's educational publications.
(Editor's Note: All the photographs for this
issue of What's Happening
were taken
and developed by Melody Haines, a workstudy student from Rochester Institute of
Technology who is working with NV for the
summer. Melody also printed the photos,
"shot" the half-tone negatives of them, and
did the line negatives for the newsletter.)

MEDICAL PHOTOGRAPHERBonnie Scarpelli works on surgeon's cue as
she records a procedure in the Operating Roorn.
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HOSPITALCAMERAWORKsees(clockwisefrom upper
left) Leigh Whittemore taking "how-to" pictures for
employee instruction; Bonnie Scarpelli operating the
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graphic arts camera; Judy MacKenzie posing a newcomer for his first photo; Leigh documenting a young
patient's proqress.

marketplace
BABYSITTING: Will sit in my So. Port.
home, 5 min. from MMC. Flexible hours,
reasonable rates and refs. Call 799-8649.
FOR RENT: West. St. apt. 3 BR, LR, dining alcove, mod. K, Ig. new bath w/tub
and shower, all hardwood
parquet
floors. No dogs. Avail. Sept. 1st. Heat
and hot water supplied. $480/mo. plus
lease and sec. dep. Call 772-1582.
FOR RENT: 5 rm. apt. in 2-family house.
1st floor, clean, attractive. Avail. immediately. 1 yr. lease and sec. dep. Call
George Crockett at 775-6561.
FOR RENT: Condominium unit at Evergreen Valley. Kitchen facilities, sleeps
4, avail. 8/29 to 9/5. $160/wk. Call 7742549.
FOR RENT: Modern 1 BR apt., Danforth
St., built-in sofa, tiled bath, parking,
yard, lawn. $325/mo. plus utils. Call
781-5159 eves.
FOR RENT: 4 rm. apt. Bath w/shower,
hdw. floors, within walking distance
of MMC. $250/mo. plus utils. Ref. required. Call 775-0532.
FOR RENT: Winter rental in OOB, Sept.
to June. Furnished 3 BR apt. Heat, hot
water, elec. $275/mo. Call 1-934-4564.
FOR RENT: Winter rental at OOB. Avail.
Sept. thru June. Furnished, 3 BR, heat,
hot water, electricity. $275/mo. Call 9344564.
FOR RENT: Small house on Mussel
Cove, Falmouth Foreside, ideal for
couple or 2 singles. 4'/. rooms, frpl., oil
heat, furnished. Shore front community,
10 min. from MMC. $350/mo. Call 7813059 or 617-363-5108.
FOR RENT: 3 BR house in Cape Elizabeth, avail. Sept. 1st. 2 Baths (up and
down), full basement w/utils. hookup.
Fuego frpl., 5 cords dried hardwood
stacked in back yard for sale. Large,
sunny back yard w/garden & woods.
Great for children and pets. $500/mo.
plus utils. Call 767-3716, keep trying.
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FOR RENT: Upper Gilman St. 3 rm, bath,
w/w, heat, hot water, $230/mo. Danforth
St. - 2 BR, 5'12 rms., hwd. floors, $225/
mo. plus utils. Taylor St. - 3 BR, 7'12rms,
tub, shower, hwd. floors, working frpl.
$290/mo. plus utils. Avail. Sept. 1. All
plus sec. dep., lease, refs. Call 772-2522.
FOR SALE: Twin bed w/box spring and
mattress, $50; crib, $10; playpen, $8;
swing, $6; car seat, $15. Call 797-7891.
FOR SALE: 1978 Pearson 26' O'Day with
3 sails, 6 HP Evinrude, depth finder,
compass, etc. All in ex. Condo $16,800.
Call 871-2491.
FOR SALE: Reginald 101 woodstove
w/floor mat and stove pipe. Call 7741562.
FOR SALE: 17' O'Day, just refinished
w/interlux poly thane (like allgrip). Spinnaker equipped. 6 HP Johnson, boom
tent, floor boards, Trailer avail. Must
see to appreciate. Call 865-4379 after
5:30 PM.
FOR SALE: Upright piano, 50 yrs. old.
Restrung and reconditioned 5 yrs. ago.
Only needs to be tuned. Best offer over
$400. Call 799-3974.
FOR SALE: Moving, must sell Concepts
in Comfort'
butcherblock
table, 2
benches, ex. cond., $250 or best offer;
toastmaster oven, $50. Call 772-3921
after 7 PM.
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mador, stainless steel kitchen built-in,
14 cu. ft., $150. Call 846-4916 after 6 PM
and weekends.
FOR SALE: Full size Sertapedic firm box
spring and mattress and frame, ex.
cond, 5 mo. old. $160. Call 772-8688
or 772-3307.
FOR SALE: 2 family house, East Deering
area of Port. 1st floor - 3 BR, LR, DR,
kitchen, bath. 2nd floor - 3 BR, LR,
kitchen/DR, bath. 2 separate oil burners,
unfinished attic. $45,700. Call 797-5534.
FOR SALE: Mobile home, set up in lovely wooded park in Arundel. Fleetwood
12 x 55 with 8 x 10 tipout, shed and wood
roof. Call 985-7654.
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WHArs HAPPENING is published every
Wednesday at Maine Medical Center, Port·
land, Maine for members of the Hospital
community and for friends of the institution
throughout Maine and northern New Eng·
land. Comments, questions and sugges·
tions may be addressed to the Editor, Public
Information Office, MMC, Portland, Me.,
04102. Barbara Burns, Editor.
Contributors to this issue:
Wayne L. Clark, Public Information
Kim Bartlett, Public Information
Melody Haines. A/V Resources
George A. Drew, Print Shop
Henry J. Guiod, Jr., Print Shop
Doug Johnson, Print Shop

FOR SALE: Atlantic 224 airtight woodstove, used 1 yr. $275. Call 773-5844.
FOR SALE: Boy's orange Schwinn 10speed, 19" frame, ex. cond., $125. Call
799-4320.
ROOMMATE WANTED: To share modern 6 rm. apt. with man, 31. East Deering
location. W/W, paneling, storage, parking. $175/mo. plus lights. Call 773-3752
before 3 PM.
ROOMMATE WANTED: Quiet, serious
female wishes to share pleasant, large,
heated, 5 rm. apt. with m/f. Gilman St.,
a.rea.-Garbage.-eisposa~-wfw carpet, UtiIs., washer & dryer. $200/mo.
Call 772-6847 after 5 PM.
ROOMMATE WANTED: To share spacious home in Cape Elizabeth on ocean
with nurse. Call 767-2431 between 4-6
PM.
WANTED: Mature woman to sit for my 6
month old in my home, Osteopathic
area. 3 mornings or afternoons per
week. Hours negotiable. $2.00 per hour.
Call Judy at 772-0391.
WANTED: Babysitter in my home for 2
children, ages 3 and 5. Must have own
transportation. Call 854-1466 after 5 PM.
WANTED: To buy clarinet. Call RalphW.
O'Brien at 854-5341.
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Arthroscopy, Douglas Brown,
M.D.
August 27, 1981
3:30-4:30 PM
R1 Conf. Rm.
For further information,
please
call Staff Development at ext. 2397,

CLARKE'S SECOND LAW
The only way to discover the limits of
the possible is to go beyond them into
the impossible.

